
Have an article or letter to share with the 

family? Submit news and articles via 

email to ann@nbumcfamily.com by 3 

pm on the 20th of the month for consid-

eration. Submitted photos or art need to 

be at high/fine resolution for best repro-

duction. Hand written submissions can 

be left in the administrator’s mailbox on 

the forms provided. 
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inside...  ñThe Dog Days of Summerò 
Rev. Phil Schmidt 

This time of year is often called the ñDog Days of Summerò.  There are many different 

stories behind this name.  Everyone agrees that the ñdog daysò are the hottest time of the 

year.  The one explanation that stands out most consistently is the Dog Star - Sirius!  In 

the summer Sirius, the ñdog star,ò rises and sets with the sun. During late July Sirius is in 

conjunction with the sun, and the ancients believed that its heat added to the heat of the 

sun, creating a stretch of hot and sultry weather.  They named this period of time, from 20 

days before the conjunction to 20 days after, ñdog daysò after the Dog Star. 

During the summer months in Minnesota, so many people want to take advantage of the 

ñDog Days of Summerò, but that does not mean we should take a break from God.  

There are many things we can do during summer activities and church events that can turn 

the ñDog Days of Summerò into the ñGod Days of Summerò! 

Sunday school takes a break, but the Wednesday Youth Activities are going strong!  We 

are gearing up for an exciting Vacation Bible School called ñHigh Sea Expeditionò!  

From August 2nd to the 5th; our church will be filled with praises, stories, games and lots of 

kids coming to know Jesus.  This is a great chance for you and the kids to be blessed this 

summer. 

Many people take this time to vacation, play, camp and spend more time outside.  All 

you need to do to turn good summer fun into God centered fun is have the desire and a 

little creativity!  When you are on vacation, there is no reason you should forget your 

prayer life .  All you need is the desire to maintain your prayer time  and you will stay 

connected to the Lord.  Pack your Bible along with your swimsuit and bug spray.  Find a 

church you can attend while away from home.  Most summer churches are very friendly 

and are happy to have vacationers.  I served the little Ottertail church in the middle of 

lake country.  There are 1,160 lakes in Ottertail County and lots of ñsummer peopleò.  Our 

little church grew in the summer to almost 3 times its winter size and we loved it!  The 

summer people were always welcome and you would be welcome too. 

During the hot summer months, donôt forget the church!  The Air Conditioning is working 

and we are here rejoicing and worshipping the Lord...three services every Sunday!  

When you are out of town, have fun!  But when you are in town, try not to schedule nearby 

activities around church.  You will be blessed making time for the Lord.  Please donôt for-

get that the church is better when you are here!  When you are not a part of the worship-

ping life of the church, we miss youé  We are truly not complete when you are not here. 

Please do not think of your tithe as your payment to worship.  Your weekly or monthly 

tithe is a part of your spiritual connection to your savoir.  If you are worshipping with us 

or on vacation, please remember to maintain your normal giving .  We will all be blessed! 

Keeping your heart on the Lord this summer doesnôt mean you have to stop having fun!  

Just keep the Lord at the heart of the season and celebrate the ñGod Days of Summerò! 
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Stephen Ministry                                                                       
Jackie Larson, Stephen Leader 

Have you taken the Spiritual Gifts Inven-

tory yet?  I hear some are concerned that 

if they do, the church will be clamoring 

for their time and talents.  Not true.  This 

is for you to discern and discover what 

gifts God has given you.  True, they are 

tools God gives us to do the work of min-

istry but that doesnôt mean you will be 

coerced into using them!  For instance, I 

had hoped just maybe Cary Johnson 

would give me a list of those who had 

shown the gifts for Stephen Ministry!  

That didnôt happen, as much as both of us 

wish to increase our numbers.  I am sure 

there are those out there who have the 

 O Lord, Our Lord, How Majestic is Your 

Name in all the Earth 

As I sit down to write this monthôs news-

letter, I am somewhat conflicted about 

what the topic should be. My head says I 

should write about spiritual gifts, small 

groups, ways of volunteering, or some 

other matter that ties directly to my job. 

However, my heart is still so in awe of the 

work, really the miracles, that God has 

been doing in and around my life that I 

am compelled to praise Him through 

whatever words I can muster. The last 

couple of articles that I have written seem 

to have fallen by the wayside without 

much more than a whimper. I had antici-

pated some reaction, positive or negative, 

that would at least start conversations. I 

could follow the same pattern that I have 

for the last two articles and write from my 

head and tell you about the things I think 

about and run the risk of letting another 

article just fade away. Or I can do what 

my heart is telling me and simply praise 

God. 

gifts and will sooner or later discover it is 

a calling with divine responsibility. If 

God has gifted you for this, he has called 

you, and what he has called you to, he has 

gifted you to do.  What we do is pray for 

you to recognize and to answer that call.   

What has he called you to do with your 

life?  We say we are followers of Christ 

so letôs show it.  Letôs glorify our Savior 

in whatever we do.  Not for self-

gratification, not out of guilt, not because 

serving somewhere might be good for us 

or make us feel good.  Our motivation is 

Christ and the directions are found in the 

I think Iôll do the latteré 

 

My head and my hands cannot compose 

anything that truly does justice to our 

Great God. My heart is filled beyond its 

capacity with awe, wonder, fear, and love 

for this Lord of oursðand he truly is 

ours. He has made manifest His glory and 

presence and revealed something of Him-

self that until recently had remained hid-

den from my eyes, hidden from my spirit. 

His ways are so much better, so much 

more perfect, so much higher than I can 

even imagine. As I write this my heart is 

heavy with concern for many, many peo-

ple and circumstances, but I cannot help 

feeling ever so confident in my Father. He 

brings an element of peace that is utterly 

unobtainable apart from Him. 

 

When life brings me to a point where 

there is no hope or promise or light, and 

the only thing that seems certain is defeat, 

God comes to the rescue and itôs then that 

I realize that He has never left me. For 

some reason He still hangs on to me even 

when I have pushed Him away. It would 

be so much easier for Him to tell me that 

the last, last chance has been used up. But 

He doesnôt because His love never ends 

or fails. He has given us special place and 

privilege in creation, yet nothing else in 

creation rebels like we do. 

 

I will often turn to Psalm 8 whenever I 

am overwhelmed with the feeling that I 

have yet again let God down. This Psalm 

helps me to understand and internalize 

what He tells us throughout scripture. 

That is, we are loved beyond compare, 

regardless of how often or to what degree 

we turn from Him. 

 

I am out of words. Only the tongues of 

angels can express what is felt so deep 

within me. 

 

 

Ownerôs   

Manual.       

We have been 

created for a close relationship with our 

Creator.  Knowing what your gifts are 

will add joy to your Christian life.   

ñNow to him who is able to do immeas-

urably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work 

within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera-

tions, for ever and ever.  Amen.ò  (Paulôs 

letter to the Ephesians 3:20, 21). 

 

Truth, Not Tolerance  
Cary Johnson, Service and Outreach Director  

Sounds fishy...  
Seen on a church signboard in northern Minnesota one summer: òSure, you can worship God with 

a fishing pole in your hand, but when was the last time a walleye told you, ôYour sins are forgivenõ?ó  
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CHILDRENõS ED ADULT ED  

Womenõs Groups 

& Bible Studies  
 

mondays, 6pm 

Great Hall   

7 week Beth Moore Study , òPsalmsó. 

Workbook cost: $16. Contact Cathy Car-

chedi for more information at 651-248-6897 

 

tuesdays, noon 

NBUMC Fireside Room  - Womenõs 

Noon-Hour Bible Study. Contact Pam Ny-

quist @ 651-657-7881 

 

1st tuesday of the month, 2 pm 

Shields Plaza - Sarah Fellowship. All la-

dies of the church are invited to attend. 

Contact Ruby Brown @ 651-647-6020 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

When: Sun., 9:30 am     (Sept-May)                                

Where: Fireside Room                                            

Facilitator: Dan Johnson 

 

Monday Night Adult Study Group  

When: Mon., 7pm 

Where: Fireside room 

Facilitator: Bob Lundeen 

 
NEW MEMBER CLASS  

Contact Cary Johnson for more information 

@ 320-358-3403 

 

N U R S E R Y  

Sunday 9:30 & 11am services 

Nursery is a weekly opportunity for children 

ages 0 to 3 (4 if not potty trained) to be 

cared for while parents participate in weekly 

services.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

9:30 am every Sunday (Sept-May) 

¶ Teachers, asst teachers, and substitute 

teachers neededðif this is YOU, con-

tact the church office 651-674-4090 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAM  

Children's Wednesday night programming 

as ended for the summer.  

Nursery Provided 

Wednesday night children's programming 

6:30 pm for pre-k thru 5th grade. For more 

information contact Anne Ward at 651-674-

4949  

VBS - August 2nd -5th  
 

for people of all ages . . .  

Menõs Groups  

& Bible Studies  
 

wednesdays, 6 am 

DENNYõS (breakfast) 

 

fridays, 8:30 am 

OAK INN (breakfast) 

 

saturdays, 6:30 am 

CHURCH (breakfast, downstairs) 

Please use the alley door 

 

 

 

Youth & Young 

Adults  
www.nbumcyouth.blogspot.com  

Alive is a place where God comes alive in 

you and you can discover how real and 

deep your faith can be! 

 

Find NBUMC Youth on Facebook!   

It's the perfect place to see 

what we're up to, check out 

photos, and connect with 

other students and parents 

in the Youth Program! 

 

 
For Your Heart  

A couple of week ago, my wife was in my 

office and was telling me how untidy it 

was.  Untidy was really an understate-

ment!  It was down right nasty!  A couple 

of days later she spent the better part of 

an afternoon helping me get things 

straightened up and back to where they 

should be.  God loves to come into the 

"rooms" of our hearts, straighten things 

up, and get things back to where they 

belong.  Have you taken the time to let 

God help your heart be where He needs it 

to be? 

 
 

christian education  

Joe Nyquist, Youth & Young Adult Minister 

 

Sunday,             
September 12th 

 

Watch for further 
details in your    

Sunday bulletins. 

Summer Schedule*  
 

Wednesday August 4  

ñHave Your Sayò - (7:00p to 9:30p - Give 

your input on next yearôs youth services) 

 

Wednesday August 11  

Dodgeball Tournament - (7:00p to 9:30p) 

 

Wednesday August 18  

Valley Fair - Details to come 

 

Wednesday August 25 -  

Back to School Party - (7:00p to 11:00p) 

 

*Schedule Subject To Change 
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family  
August Birthdays 

 

1. Wyatt Stein, Luke Fabini 

2.  

3.  

4. David DeNio 

5. Linda Heavirland 

6.  

7. Hannah Olsen 

8.  

9. Bradley Tollberg 

10. Blake Rustad, Leah Eastwood 

11. Wally Fleming 

12. Jesse Kaska 

13        

14. Andrew Beck 

15. Luella Braff, Christy Fluegel, 

Kirk Oswell 

16.  

17.  

18. Kaj Johnson  

 Merle Simon 

19. Thomas Lovas, Tamera Lovas 

20. Adam Liebelt, Terryl Arola 

21.  

22. Amanda Scarborough 

23. Alisha Liebelt 

24.  

25.  

26. Larry Steffenson 

 Paul Fry 

27.  

28. Daniel Scarborough 

 Michelle Still 

29. Diane Higley 

30.  

31. Anne Ward 

 

August Anniversaries 

1      Don & Karen Swanson 

4 Guy and Debi Grover 

8     Mike & Joanne Pick 

10    Adam & Gretel Trampe 

16    Doug & Shellie Shinler 

17     Rodney & Bonnie Lofquist 

24    John & Shirley Rindahl 

26    Mel & Elaine Olson 

29  Lonny & Denise Ellingworth 

 

 

If you do not see your birthday or the birthday 

of someone in your household, please let Ann 

in the office know so she can add it to our 

listing. 

shut-ins 
Our elders can’t get out and about like 

they used to.  They sure would like to hear 

from you. A card or better yet, a visit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luella Braff                        651-317-2059                                              

Suite Living (Formerly Comforts of Home)

38610 ï 14th Ave. - #120                                   

Gale Bullis                         651-674-4870                                                  

6654 Elm St, PO Box 116                                    

North Branch, MN 55056                                       

Jerda Klund                          651-674-4904                                                         

6721 Elm Street PO Box 392  North 

Branch, MN 55056                                                        

Morris Johnson                                                     

Suite Living (Formerly Comforts of Home)

38610 ï 14th Ave.                                                   

North Branch, MN 55056                                                                  

Harold Nelson                   651-674-4532                                            

6246 ï 375th Street North                                  

Branch, MN 55056                                                    

Marty Olson                      651-674-7432                                              

38476 Grand Ave.                                                

North Branch, MN 55056                                        

Kathy Schmaltz                 651-674-4638                                             

The Villages (Sommer Haus)                               

5379 ï 383rd Street - #304                                      

North Branch, MN 55056                                       

Esther Schmidt                 651-773-7132                       

Lakeview Commons                                                     

1200 Lakewood Drive North, Apt. 132                  

Maplewood MN 55119 

Virginia Wright                651-674-7433                                             

c/o Brask Haven                                                     

31274 Julliard St, NE                                              

North Branch, MN 55056  

 

If you know of others and their location, 

please contact the church office to share that 

information. 

 

 

 

Worship.  

Experience.  

Celebrate.  

Transform.  
 

With the Ad Council approval, a new 

worship committee has been formed.   

Our goal is to effectively give people an 

opportunity to celebrate Godôs power 

and presence.  We are excited to be mak-

ing some modifications in our services to 

create such an environment.  

 Our ñnewò services start  

September 12!   

A PRAYER FOR 

OUR CHURCH  
Jesus’ words:  “But the Counselor, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you all things and will 

remind you of everything I have said to 

you.”  (John 14:26) 

Gracious Heavenly Father,   our desire is 

to be a community of believers where eve-

ryone who worships here is guided by your 

Holy Spirit.  You know all of our stories 

and how very different all of us are ï we are 

ub different  places in our walk with Christ 

ï we come from different backgrounds ï we 

have different opinions and desires and 

needs.  Our differences can be a cause of 

tension and struggle.  But what makes us 

different from one another, we pray will not 

cause disunity in the Body of Christ.  Mold 

us to remain diverse and work together for 

your Kingdom.  Our prayer is for harmony 

and meaningful fellowship guided by the 

Holy Spirit. 

Help us to love what we already have here 

in this congregation.  It is a gift of your 

grace.  Grant us the desire to look to you in 

all of our decisions and always be aware of 

your divine direction.  Help us to be faithful 

as we go forward and focus on Christ who 

alone can show us a better way.  We seek 

your grace and blessing in all we do, know-

ing it has no limits.  Help us not to be reluc-

tant when we see what needs have to be 

met.  You are a generous God, help us to be 

generous with our blessings in return.  Help 

us to be worthy of your righteousness. 

We pray in the Name of Jesus.  Amen. 



Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 

Worship 

8, 9:30, 11 am 

Joe Nyquist: Speak-

ing 

2 

6p VBS 

7p Study Group 

7p TOPS 

7:30p AA 

3 

6p VBS 

Working 

Womenôs Noon-hr 

Bible Study 

7p Intercessory 

Prayer  

4 

6p VBS 

6a Menôs Group - 

Dennyôs 

7-9p YOUTH:   

 

5 

6p VBS 

 

6:30 TRUSTEES 

7p AA & Al -Anon 

6 

8:30a Menôs Group 

- Oak Inn 

10a AA 

7 

6:30a Menôs Break-

fast 

 

8 

Worship 

8, 9:30, 11 am 

9 

6p Womenôs Bible 

Study 

7p Stephen Minis-

try / Study Group /  

TOPS 

7:30p AA 

10 

Working 

Womenôs Noon-hr 

Bible Study 

7p Ad Council -

Visioning  

7p Intercessory 

Prayer  

11 

6a Menôs Group - 

Dennyôs 

7-9p YOUTH:   

12 

7p FINANCE  

7p AA & Al -Anon 

13 

8:30a Menôs Group 

- Oak Inn 

10a AA 

14 

6:30a Menôs Break-

fast 

15 

Worship 

8, 9:30, 11am 

 

 

 

16 

 

6p Womenôs Bible 

Study 

7p Study Group 

7p TOPS 

7:30p AA 

17 

Working 

Womenôs Noon-hr 

Bible Study 

7p Intercessory 

Prayer  

18 

6a Menôs Group - 

Dennyôs 

7-9p YOUTH:   

 

19 

7p SPRC 

7p AA & Al -Anon 

 

20 

8:30a Menôs Group 

- Oak Inn 

10a AA 

 

21 

6:30a Menôs Break-

fast 

22 

Worship 

8, 9:30, 11am 

Cary Johnson 

Speaking 

 

23 

6p Womenôs Bible 

Study 

7p Study Group 

7p TOPS 

7:30p AA 

24 

Working 

Womenôs Noon-hr 

Bible Study 

7p Ad Council  

7p Intercessory 

Prayer  

25 

6a Menôs Group - 

Dennyôs 

8-10:30p YOUTH:  

26 

 

7p AA & Al -Anon 

27 

 

8:30a Menôs Group 

- Oak Inn 

10a AA 

28 

6:30a Menôs Break-

fast 

29 

Worship 

8, 9:30, 11am 

 

30 

6p Womenôs Bible 

Study 

7p Study Group 

7p TOPS 

7:30p AA 

31 

Working 

Womenôs Noon-hr 

Bible Study 

7p Intercessory 

Prayer  

September 1 

6a Men’s Group - 

Denny’s 

6:30 Youth: Open  

September 2 

7p AA & Al-Anon 

7p Trustees Mtg 

September 3 

8:30a Men’s Group - 

Oak Inn 

10a AA 

September 4 

6:30a Men’s Breakfast 

September 5 

Worship 

8, 9:30, 11 am 

September 6 

CHURCH OFFICES 

CLOSED 

7:30p AA 

September 7 

7p Intercessory 

Prayer  

September 8 

6a Menôs Group - 

Dennyôs 

7-9p YOUTH:  

September 9 

7p AA & Al-Anon 

7p Finance Mtg 

September 10 

8:30a Men’s Group - 

Oak Inn 

10a AA 

September 11 

6:30a Men’s Breakfast 
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Scripture Lesson: Matthew 25:14-30  

How we handle our money bears witness to 

our Christian maturity and commitment. Stud-

ies show that eighty percent of a church's 

budget is contributed by only twenty percent 

of its membership. Other studies show that 

differences over money constitute one of the 

greatest stresses in a marriage. Projections by 

financial experts find few families preparing 

adequately for retirement, higher education, 

home repairs, or other projected needs. Many 

families save and give minimally, but maintain 

high consumer debt.  

Jesus talked about a master who went on a 

long journey and entrusted his resources to his 

three servants. Two servants invested wisely 

in the financial markets and returned the mas-

ter's principal with interest. A third servant, 

who was fearful of making a poor investment, 

hid the money and returned only the principal 

to the master. The master got angry with this 

third servant. This servant had failed to make 

his master's resources useful. The English 

word for gifts and abilities ð talent ð is de-

rived from this parable. The parable is often 

interpreted in this manner: A talent was origi-

nally a measure of weight, and only later be-

came known as a measure of silver or gold. 

Based on the current value of a dollar, a talent 

is worth between $5,000 and $10,000.  

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist 

movement, required his ministers to abstain 

from debt. What would Wesley think of Chris-

tians today carrying thousands of dollars of 

debt on credit cards at huge interest rates? 

How would he react to thirty-year mortgages, 

where the initial monthly payments cover only 

the interest fees? Would he have anything to 

say to families with high-tech home entertain-

ment systems who claim to be so squeezed 

financially that they cannot be generous finan-

cial givers?  

A Family Financial Plan   

Reducing consumer debt and living a life of 

financial stability starts with a specific, rea-

sonable, and realistic plan. Begin with your 

goals: retirement savings, home down pay-

ment, higher education tuition, or any other 

large purchase or commitment. List how many 

rather one of making imprudent choices with 

our growing disposable income. Seeing our 

choices as investments encourages us to take 

an active interest in gaining control of our 

spending habits. We avoid emotional pur-

chases and impulse buying.  

Turning Debt into Dollars  

So pervasive is debt that it clouds one's view 

of the future. "I cannot think about invest-

ments until I get out of debt, and I cannot get 

out of debt until I make more money." But the 

viewpoint of the investor is different.  

First, consider the discipline of spending. 

Spending must be limited to the amount of 

income and then reduced further so that in-

come exceeds expenses. Thus, money is left at 

the end of the month, rather than part of the 

month left at the end of the money.  

Second, pay off short-term, high-interest debt. 

Paying off credit card debt is really like earn-

ing in an investment. This attitude ð viewing 

debt retirement as a wildly successful and 

ironclad investment ð can help keep a family 

motivated during the tough time of paying off 

debt. A strong commitment to paying off debt 

may require freezing credit card spending until 

the family finances are on track. Only when 

credit cards can be paid off at the end of each 

month should they be unfrozen. Be sure to 

refreeze them the first time that a full payment 

is missed. As a last resort, practice plastic 

surgery and cut up the credit cards!  

Other short-term debt, such as car payments or 

other multiyear payments, should be the next 

target. If early payoff is not feasible, then put-

ting money aside for future down payments is 

a good alternative. This practice reduces the 

need for future debt. These monies are also 

useful for emergency funds. Every family 

should have as a target an emergency fund of 

at least two to three months' income.  

Long-term debt, usually a home mortgage, 

likely has a lower, tax-deductible interest rate. 

Most home mortgages represent reasonable 

long-term debt and are offset partially by 

home equity growth. Short-term home mort-

gages are often more desirable because of 

lower interest charges during the life of the  

Cont. on pg 7 

years you have to prepare for the purchase or 

commitment and approximately how much it 

will cost in today's dollars. These are your 

financial goals.  

Next, list your income from all sources. How 

stable is that income? What would happen if 

you or your spouse were injured or ill for a 

period of time? What if you lost your job?  

How much do you have in savings? Is this 

invested in a bank, in stocks, bonds, or mutual 

funds? How accessible is it? What penalty 

would you pay if you needed the money now? 

Do you have life insurance? retirement sav-

ings?  

What do you spend per month? How much do 

you spend on food, rent or mortgage, clothes, 

transportation, insurance, utilities, and all 

other expenses? What expenses could you 

eliminate? List ten things you could live with-

out and ten costs you cannot do without. Next, 

make up three lists: (1) the current spending 

amount in each category; (2) a potential 

spending amount in each category if you spent 

money for essentials only ; and (3) a potential 

spending amount in each category if your 

income were reduced by fifty percent. Does 

each list include ten percent for savings and 

ten percent for charitable giving? If not, go 

back and include these two categories.  

Your Financial Attitude   

We are taught to consume from the moment of 

our birth. We are very good at wanting things. 

Most of us learn to buy before we learn to 

save. Most of us excel at consumption, but we 

lack investment and savings skills. Being an 

investor is an attitude, not an occupation. A 

consumer buys some thing to fulfill a want or 

perceived need; the price or quality is often 

secondary. An investor looks at this same 

thing differently and asks, "Is this the best 

investment? Would another selection be bet-

ter? Do I really need this thing?"  

Applying the investor's viewpoint to our pur-

chases changes everything. Questioning each 

purchase gives us a chance to find ways to 

save our money without "crash diet" methods 

that typically do not produce long-term results. 

For most middle-class Americans, our money 

problem is not one of financial means, but 

6 

First Steps to Personal Budget Plans:                                             

A Faith & Money Approach, Part 1  
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Come, all who are thirsty,  
Come to the watersé 

Isaiah 55:1  NIV   
                                                                                             

You are invited to take part in an evening set apart                      
for fellowship with our God  

 
~An evening of worship and praise~  

And a time of prayer  
For our nation, church, and community.  

 

Come be refreshed!  
 
 

Sunday, August 8, 2010  
6:30 pm ð 8:30 pm  

NBUMC Sanctuary  
 

 
 

Guests are welcome!            
 

No RSVP Required  
See Cary Johnson with any questions.  

Cont. from pg 6 

loan. In either case, home ownership is one of 

the best family investments.  

Renters who are seeking to purchase a home 

should consider the down payment as a top 

financial goal. Renting makes sense very early 

in a career when transfers are frequent, family 

size is changing, and job demands may not 

allow time for home maintenance. As years 

pass, so does the opportunity to develop equity 

in a home. The family may find that the goal 

of home ownership is slipping away, espe-

cially if mortgage rates make a sudden move 

upward. Time in this case really is money.  

Investing Appropriately   

Once we are adequately managing debt, we 

face a new challenge: financial investment 

decisions. Surprisingly, people's typical finan-

cial mistake is investing too conservatively. 

Financial planners suggest that people often 

make investments that are not appropriate for 

their financial goals. Being too conservative 

can increase risk, not reduce it.  

In the time of Jesus, thieves would steal 

money from unassuming travelers. Today, we 

face an even more efficient thief ð inflation. 

If your money is in a savings account at two 

percent interest when inflation is estimated at 

three percent, you lose money! An ultra con-

servative, safe investment approach of savings 

accounts, certificates of deposits, and savings 

bonds is really a strategy that is guaranteed to 

fail.  

How can we beat inflation? Only one invest-

ment does it consistently over time ð com-

mon stocks. Stocks beat inflation because the 

point of investment, the earnings of a corpora-

tion, is in front of the inflation curve, not be-

hind it. Other investments, such as bonds and 

certificates of deposit, are investments in other 

party's debt. These investments, being at fixed 

interest rates, are very sensitive to inflationary 

fluctuation in the interest rates.  

Should we then invest everything in stocks? 

Hardly. With those higher returns come higher 

risk and greater volatility. Stock prices fluctu-

ate, sometimes greatly. Imagine your stocks 

declining twenty percent in value just as you 

need the money. The ideal approach is a broad 

financial portfolio. A prudent, multiple-asset 

portfolio yields a high return with less volatil-

ity than an exclusive stock or bond portfolio.  
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High Seas Expedition  
Exploring the Mighty Love of God! 

 

Coordinator: Laura Orvis / 612-432-6065 (evenings) OR 

Cary Johnson in the church office / 651-674-4090 
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